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of the particular Colonial administration, the special
talents of various nationalities. Colonial and non-Colonial,
American, German, Russian, Italian, Scandinavian, Spanish,
Chinese and so forth, might be harnessed to the worth-
while task of helping some of their less favoured brethren.
Between the Colonial Powers themselves there might well
be arranged a constant interchange of Colonial officials,
administrative and technical, as well as of information and
statistical data and the results of research and practical experi-
ence. In this way, Colonial administration might well become
increasingly cosmopolitan to the benefit both of rulers and
of ruled without breaking the national mould or spirit, or
impairing the responsibility of individual Colonial Powers.
Certainly in the case of Africa, a continent somewhat
arbitrarily parcelled out amongst various European Powers,
some such basis of international co-operation and adjust-
ment will have to be found. There may have to be in some
form a Council of Africa, representative not only of the
Powers directly concerned but also of others such as the
United States, and upon which the emergent African peoples
in turn shall find their rightful place. Such a Council might
be either separate from or subsidiary to the United Nations.
There should be a co-ordinated scheme of develop-
ment for the Continent or at least for tropical Africa based
on Lord Hailey's Survey or some wider plan, backed by
international agreement and guarantee, including the pro-
vision of necessary funds. This would be essential for such
countries as Abyssinia, Portugal and perhaps Belgium,
whose unaided resources might well be unequal to the task
of development. Even Britain or France might welcome
financial aid, but the primary responsibility for the discharge
of the trust, subject to international scrutiny, would never-
theless rest with the individual Colonial Power until the
task was finally accomplished.